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Pittsburgh To Host Arts Convention

Pittsburgh has been chosen as the
site for Americans For The
Arts’ 2013 national convention.

Founded in 1960, Americans For
The Arts (AFTA) is the nation’s
leading nonprofit organization for
advancing the arts and arts educa-
tion with over 150,000 members.
AFTA’s convention is the na-
tion’s largest gathering of arts
leaders. The local host for the
convention will be the Greater
Pittsburgh Arts Council
(GPACQ).
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AFTA’s 2011 convention was
held in San Diego, where promi-
nent speakers included Pulitzer
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Prize winning poet Rae Arman-
trout and Ben Cameron, program
director for the arts at the Doris
Duke Charitable Foundation.
An estimated 1,200 professionals
attended. To promote the 2011
convention, a video was post to
YouTube at http:/
www.youtube.com/watch?

v=D2NetG2MmT8 and the Huff-
ington Post has an article avail-
able at http://
www.huffingtonpost.com/john-m-
eger/americans-for-the-arts-
an_b_875008.html

GPAC is holding an information
meeting at their downtown office
on January 13. At this meeting,
GPAC CEO Mitch Swain will
outline Pittsburgh’s responsibili-
ties and hosting duties, as well as
opportunities to get involved.

For more information, or to
RSVP, call ProArts Tickets at
(412) 394-3353.

2 Grammy Nominations
For Wiz Khalifa

One of Pittsburgh’s biggest stars,
rapper Wiz Khalifa --- aka Cam-
eron J. Thomaz --- has been nomi-
nated for two Grammy Awards.

Khalifa’s two nominations are
connected to his single, “Black
and Yellow”. It was released in
September 2010 as both a single
and as part of his debut album.
The single peaked at #1 on the
Billboard Hot 100. It is a musical
celebration, in rap, of Pittsburgh’s
three major sports teams. It is up

for Best rap Song and Best Per-
formance.

The nominations capped off a
banner year for Khalifa. His latest
album, released in March 2011,
which rose to #2 on the Billboard
200.

For a complete list of Grammy
nominations, visit http://
www.grammy.com [See related
story on page 2 — ed.]
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Hip-Hop Pioneer Muhammad Dies

First reported on the web site for
event promotion company Faded
Industry, local hip-hop pioneer
Dwayne Muhammad suffered a
heart attack and died on Decem-
ber 3, 2011.

In 2007, Muhammad created the
Pittsburgh Hip-Hop Awards to
honor and encourage the develop-
ment of local hip-hop and rap
artists. Among those who have
received a boost from the program
1s Whiz Kahlifa, who was re-
cently nominated for two
Grammy Awards [see page 1 —
ed.]

An obituary written by Scott Mer-
vis appeared in the December 6,
2011 issue of the Pittsburgh Post-
Gaczette. It reports that he was
born in 1971 to a teenage single

mother and given the name
DeWayne Tolbert. A troubled
youth who loved hip-hop, he was
expelled from Schenley High
School and later earned his GED.
But Dwayne began turning his life
around during the 1990s, starting
a career as a music promoter and
converting to Islam.

“Pittsburgh has lost a pioneer and
visionary,” a local disc jockey
told online newspaper
UrbanMediaToday.com.
“Honestly, I don’t know if the
torch he lit can be carried on by
anyone else.”

Local artists have posted condo-
lences on Faded Industry’s web
site, including rapper Prince Dee-
kon, who wrote that “Brother mo,
you will always be an inspiration
to me. I wish I had the honor to

meet you here on this earth, but I
surely will in heaven”.
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Free Calendar Listing for Downtown Events

Make patron experiences easier with Parking, Dining and Events all in one place

Pittsburgh Places:
Dining

Shopping

Arts & Culture

Parking

This Day's Events: Jan 30,
2010

Pittsburgh Filmmakers:
Antichrist - Fri 1/22 - Sun

"Rent" - Thu 1/28 - Sun 1/3

BNY Mellon Grand Classics
MAHLER'S CHAMBER

SYMPHONY - Fr ) - Sun 1131

The Rink at PPG Place - Sat 1/30

Bill Mauldin: A Life Up Front.

Author- Todd Depastino - Sa
1/30

Ongoing Events

Submit your event at:

Date: Thu Jan 28, 2010 - Sun Jan
31, 2010
Time: See description below

View Venue:
Byham Theater

Visit Website

*An exhilarating landmark rock opera
with a glittering inventive score® — New
York Times
Thursday, Jan 28 7:30 PM
Friday, Jan 29 7:30 PM

Satieday lan 20 730 DI



Pittsburgh Applause

3

January 2012

Its Official: Krenn Off The Air

Pittsburgh’s radio listeners are
asking the question: what hap-
pened to popular on-air personal-
ity Jim Krenn, who has been a
regular on Clear Channel’s
WDVE-FM for years?

'@, CLEARCHANNEL

Clear Channel owns the nation’s
largest broadcast radio group. The
company has six radio stations in
the Pittsburgh market. Krenn is
known for hosting WDVE’s top-
rated morning show.

“WDVE made a decision to re-
move Jim from the air,” David
Sedelmeier, Krenn’s agent, told
the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette's

Adrian McCoy. “It came as a
complete surprise to him.” In No-
vember, Pittsburgh Applause re-
ported that Clear Channel had
dismissed DJs at various stations
across the country. Among those
let go was Jim Reith, the long-
time talk show host at WSYR-
AM in Syracuse. He had been
with the station for nearly three
decades. His show has been re-
placed with conservative com-
mentator Sean Hannity’s syndi-
cated program.

The two may not be connected.
Regardless, McCoy reports in a
follow-up article that Krenn won’t
be returning to the air, but re-
mains under contract and a station
employee. A Clear Channel

spokesman told McCoy that they
“are currently in discussion with
Jim” about his future with the
station.

In other Clear Channel news, the
company has named Bob Stohrer
as Chief Marketing Officer for the
digital division and Steven Cutler
as Senior Vice President to over-
see business development and
corporate strategy.

The acclaimed Pittsburgh Banjo Club brings the sweetest music in the world
to the Allegheny Elks Club on the city’s north side every Wednesday — and
at your event, fundraiser or festival.

For more information, visit www.thepittsburghbanjoclub.com or call Frank

Rossi at (412) 364-4739.



We deliver for
those who want to
stay connected

The Pittsburgh Post-Gazetta is your link to local
ragional and national news, weather updatas
sports scores and more. Visit our mobile website
for the day's stories, or download one of aur iPhone
apps - PG Reader, Ice House or Steeler Nation or
PGSelect, our iIPad app — for Pittsburgh news or all
the latest news about our region’s championship-
winning sports teams, Wherever you ge, the Post-

Gazette delivers for you

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette:

post-gazette.com
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New TV Pilot Taping

As part of a new incubator pro-
gram with QED Multimedia and
the local organization Steeltown
Entertainment Project, the pilot
to a possible new national televi-
sion series will be taped this
month at QED’s studios.

»*

STEELTOWN ENTERTAINMENT
PR O J EC T

Founded in 2003, Steeltown’s
mission is to nurture promising
talent and to incubate meaningful
and commercially viable enter-
tainment projects in Southwestern
Pennsylvania. As Pittsburgh Ap-
plause reported in its October
2011 issue, the incubator program
is an effort to make Pittsburgh a
hub for television production.

The proposed series is a talk show
built around life coach Anea
Bogue, who will provide advice
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and cover issues involving
women and girls five days a
week. It will be offered for syndi-
cation. The pilot will be directed
by Pittsburgh native, actor/
director Jamie Widdoes. He and
others involved with the pilot
were interviewed on KDKA-TV
in December. A clip can be seen
at http://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/
video/?
clipld=6543215&flvUri&partnerc
lipid&topVideoCatNo=198965&c
&autoStart=true&activePane=info

&LaunchPageAd-
Tag=homepage&clipFormat=flv

Meanwhile, Steeltown’s short
film program [reported in the De-
cember 2011 Pittsburgh Applause
— ed.] has had its deadline for
submissions extended. For more
information, visit http://
www.steeltownfilmfactory.org

Images

January 2012
Retlecting
On 2011

2011 was such a big year for
major film and television pro-
ductions in Pittsburgh that the
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette cre-
ated a special page dedicated
to it in their January 1, 2012
issue.

Titled “Pittsburgh Emerges As
A-List Star” it includes in-
credible photos of stars like
Anne Hathaway, Viola Davis,
Jennifer Lopez and Tom
Cruise

Download it at http://
WWW.post-gazette.com/pg/
pdf/201112/20120101 charticle

1.pdf

Photos Celebrating Pittsburgh’s
Arts/Entertainment History & Community

Here is a photo of recent Grammy Award nominee, Pittsburgh rapper Wiz Khalifa, performing

at a New York concert in 2009. Source: Wikipedia.

To have an image considered, email Jim Richards at jim@james-richards.com
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An amazing exhibit at
California Univer-
sity features replicas
of items designed by
Leonardo da Vinci.

MON

2

The Second City
comedy troupe makes
a stop at the O’Reilly
Theater for a night
of wild laughs.

Local artist Teresa
Foley uses the inter-
net to create a very
unusual puppet show
at the Andy Warhol
Museum.

Head over to the
David L. Lawrence
Convention Center
for this year’s
Pittsburgh Remodel-
ing Expo.

SAT One of Pittsburgh’s
musical treasures, the

7 Chatham Baroque
performs during their

own sparkling fundraiser at the
Pittsburgh Athletic Association.

The Pittsburgh Jazz
Society has found a
new home for their
weekly concerts: the

new James Street Gastropub.

1Y.X0] [l The Children’s Musi-
cal Theater stages the
9 delightful musical
“Charlotte’s Web” at
the Byham Theater.

FRI KDKA’§ Jon Delano
hosts this year’s Mar-
1 3 tin Luther King Lead-
ership Awards at
Heinz Field.

Elmo becomes a super
hero in “Sesame Street
Live” at the Consol
Energy Center.

The innovative music
group LotUS appears
at the Andy Warhol
Museum tonight.

Rev your engines at
the David L. Law-
rence Convention
Center for this year’s
Pittsburgh RV Show.

WE D Rgnowned activist
Michael Pollan holds

1 8 court at Heinz Hall to

discuss the importance

of sustainable food for the world’s
future.

THU Shakespeare’s smartest
and funniest play, “As

1 9 You Like It,” bows at

the O’Reilly Theater.

Experience a captivat-
SAT ing night of music and

21 dance at the August
Wilson Center dedi-

cated to acclaimed singer/composer
Bill Withers.

Actor/writer Mike
Daisey turns his razor
sharp wit toward
Steve Jobs in his

Byham Theater show.

Grammy Award
TH U nominated saxophon-
26 ist Dave Koz joins
the Pittsburgh Sym-

phony Pops at Heinz Hall for a
night of memorable movie songs.

Get in gear for this
FRI year’s World Of
27 Wheels at the David
L. Lawrence Con-
vention Center.

International violin
virtuoso David
Garrett shines at the
Benedum Center.

We now have the Pittsburgh
Pirates’ entire schedule of home
games online —- and you can
order tickets right from the cal-
endar!

Just follow this link: http://
WWW.post-gazette.com/events/
default.asp?mode=3&id=97

Q} ticketnetwork

The City’s Best Online Calendar Can Be Found At

www.post-gazette.com/events
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National/World A&E News Round-Up
Music Business Does Better In 2011

Is the music business about to
turn around? A modest im-
provement in revenue for 2011
has some of the national trade
publications making that claim.

Early data shows that album
sales for 2011 were 1% better
than 2010. Adele Adkins and
Michael Buble had the biggest
sellers according to The-
Wrap.com’s Chris Willman. In
addition, the Los Angeles
Times has reported that Live
Nation Entertainment --- the
world’s largest concert pro-
moter --- saw a 6% increase in
concert ticket sales, although
much of that is credited to dis-
counting.

Billboard’s Jem Aswald ex-
plains that “the music biz is in
the middle of a very long and
painful transition from one
business model to a new and
undefined one.”

Talking Tickets

Speaking of Live Nation, their
Ticketmaster unit is about to
make good to their online cus-
tomers.

Yahoo News reports that a pro-
posed financial settlement will
force Ticketmaster to credit
$1.50 per ticket order (up to 17
orders) because they allegedly
charged online customers a
processing fee without telling
them there was a processing
fee.

This affects sales between Oc-
tober 1999 and October 2011.
The credits will be available in
April.

Too Spic & Span?

Two of France’s top art experts
are claiming that a 500-year-old
masterpiece by Leonardo da Vinci
may have been “over cleaned” by
the Louvre in Paris.

An article in The Guardian by
Dalya Alberge reports that two
key members of the museum’s
restoration team have resigned
over how the painting “The Vir-
gin and Child with Saint Anne”
was restored. They argue that the
cleaning left the painting with a
brightness that da Vinci could not
have intended.

The Louvre declined to comment
on the two resignations, but de-
fended its cleaning process as
appropriate.

Soap Bubbling
There is still a chance for the can-
celed soaps “All My Children”

and “One Life To Live” to come
back to life.

According to an article in Variety
by Andrew Wallenstein, Prospect
Park --- the company that li-
censed the digital rights from
ABC --- has continued talks with
key parties. Among the options:
bringing in an overseas firm to co
-produce them.

At press time, Prospect Park has
not issued any official comment.

Price Of Success

The basic cable networks have
seen their audience shares climb
with the introduction of more
original programming (especially
scripted fare) --- which is causing
their production budgets to soar,
reports the Los Angeles Times.

Time Warner’s TNT --- which
is bringing back the Emmy win-
ning series “Dallas” to the air
this summer --- has seen its
programming expenses jump a
whopping 55% since 2006 put-
ting it over the $1 billion mark.

Even those that rely primarily
on reality fare, like A&E Tele-
vision Network’s History Chan-
nel, has seen its program costs
climb.

“These channels are trying to
poach viewers from the broad-
cast networks,” the Times
quotes a media analyst explain-
ing. “And the way to do that is
to invest in high-profile pro-
gramming.”

Weber: Stages Will
Go Dark

Will London’s famous West
End --- Britain’s equivalent of
Broadway --- be the big loser
when the city hosts the 2012
Olympics? That’s what the leg-
endary Andrew Lloyd Weber
thinks.

"Nobody's going to go to the
theatre at all," the composer
told BBC Radio, adding that
"most of the theatres in London
will shut". He claimed that ad-
vance booking for the Olympic
period are down 10% from their
normal levels.

Weber predicts that only the
biggest shows --- like his
“Phantom of the Opera” --- will
be able to weather the drop. The
city’s promotional organization
disagrees, arguing that Lon-
don’s total economy --- includ-
ing the West End --- will bene-
fit from the Olympic crowds.




Mustard Seed Productions
When you can't afford an ON-SET costumer, why not hire an ON-LINE costumer!

Experienced costume designer, supervisor and dresser Lisa Bruno
provides independent filmmakers, community/school theatre
departments, students, advertising agencies, music video producers
and other clients with quality costuming within their budget.

—~ L] . . .
Shes available for both on-set and on-line services!

‘Web Site: www.mustardseedproductions.biz

Email: LM B@mustardseedproductions.biz

Online CV: lisamariebruno.webstarts.com

Facebook: facebook.com/lisamariebruno.msp

Twitter: www.twitter.com/wardrobebabe

LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/pub/lisa-marie-bruno/129a7/i7s

Lisa Marie Bruno
Mustard Seed Productions
PO Box 99483
Pittsburgh, PA 15233

Lisa Treats Every Production Like An Award Winner!

What a great place for your web site!

1-877-777-696t


http://www.mustardseedproductions.biz
mailto:LMB@mustardseedproductions.biz
http://lisamariebruno.webstarts.com
http://facebook.com/lisamariebruno.msp
http://www.twitter.com/wardrobebabe
http://www.linkedin.com/pub/lisa-marie-bruno/12/9a7/77s
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AFTRA Contract News

Important new agreements
have been reached between the
TV networks and record com-
panies and the American Fed-
eration of Radio & Televi-
sion Artists (AFTRA).

AFTRA has hun-
dreds of members
in the Pittsburgh
area and maintains

a full-time office in downtown
Pittsburgh.

The new three-year Television
Code with the networks and
producers includes an increase
in employer contributions to
the union’s retirement funds,
wage increases and contract

New Film

Yet another major film is coming
to Pittsburgh, reports the Pitts-
burgh Post-Gazette’s Adrian
McCoy.

That film is “Frank Or Francis,”
to be directed by Oscar-winning
screenwriter Charlie Kaufman. He
told Time Out London in Septem-
ber that the ambitious script is
“about online film criticism” He
added: “There’s a lot in there
about the internet and anger: cul-
tural, societal and individual an-
ger. And isolation in this particu-
lar age we live in. And competi-
tion: it’s about the idea of people
in this world wanting to be seen.”

A writer for Indiewire.com, Ed-
ward Davis, read the script and
called it “a deliciously good and
contemptuous (though self-aware)

language to increase equal em-
ployment opportunities for
union members --- which now
includes discrimination protec-
tions for gender identity.

AFTRA’s new agreement with
the record labels calls for an
increase in base rates as well
as more employer contribu-
tions to the retirement plans. It
also expands performers’ base
of participation in revenue
from the sale of digital
downloads.

Both agreements are tentative
and await member approval,
which is expected.

Coming

screed/send-up of the film indus-
try, not only, the graffiti-with-
punctuation bloggers, but the en-
tire machine: fatuous filmmakers,
vapid PR people, self-absorbed
writers, blowhard actors, and last
but not least it serves up a jiujitsu-
like takedown on the ego-driven,
vacuous meat-parade that is the
Academy Awards. No stone is left
unturned nor is there much of any
kind of hero in the story as every-
one is as equally moronic and
narcissistic as the other.”

It’s also a musical.

At press time, the Pittsburgh
Film Office (PFO) did not have
any cast or crew information
posted on its web site. McCoy’s
article says that filming could
begin as early as January or Feb-
ruary.

January 2012

No Deal
For PCT,
IATSE

As the year came to a close, it
started looking like there would
be no deal between the Pitts-
burgh Cultural Trust (PCT) and
the International Alliance of
Theatrical Stage Employees
Local 3 (IATSE)

IATSE 3 represents the hundreds
of stage hands who work at ven-
ues such as the Benedum Center
and Byham Theater. The two
sides have been going over pro-
posals during the last week of
December, reports the Pittsburgh
Post-Gazette’s Joe Smyde. The
key issue is hiring non-union
stage hands for the outdoor stages
on First Night, the city’s New
Year’s Eve festival that the PCT
produces.

At press time, neither party had
posted an update to their respec-
tive web sites.

The
Pittsburgh
A&E Book

www.pittsburghaebook.com
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More SAG Scandal

The controversy surrounding the
Screen Actors Guild’s (SAG)
pension and health funds contin-
ues.

SAG has hundreds of members in
the Pittsburgh region and is cur-
rently in merger talks with the
American Federation of Televi-
sion & Radio Artists (AFTRA),
which maintains a full-time office
in downtown Pittsburgh. Pitts-
burgh Applause published its first
article on the subject in our Octo-
ber issue.

The administrators of the union’s
pension and health plans --- worth
an estimated $2 billion --- are
being accused of covering up an
embezzlement scheme that may
have cost SAG members as much
as $10 million. A former em-
ployee of the fund has filed a for-
mal complaint with the United
States Department of Labor.

In two separate articles, The-
Wrap.com reports that union
members are becoming increas-
ingly worried despite assurances
that the pension fund is safe. An
online petition has been started.

Among the allegations is that the
funds’ CEO, Bruce Dow, had,
among other things, used fund
money to pay for his wife’s breast
-enhancement surgery. The claims
were made by a former employee,
Craig Simmons.

The fund’s board of trustees has
issued a letter to members telling
them that an investigation has

found that “the fiscal integrity” of
the fund “remains sound and your
benefits are secure.” They also
said that “most of Mr. Simmons’
allegations are false, including his
claims that Mr. Dow is anti-gay,
that he caused the plans to im-
properly reimburse health ex-
penses for his wife, that he caused
plan employees to work on his
home and perform personal
chores for him, that he promoted
employees who were unqualified
and that he instructed staff to mis-
lead U.S. Department of Labor
auditors.”

Some members are not accepting
the investigation’s results.
“What’s behind this is you have a
bunch of members waking up and
realizing that things are not as
rosy as we’re being told in all the
press releases,” one SAG member
told TheWrap.com’s Brent Lang.
“There’s a culture here that says
that the members are idiots and
don’t know what’s good for them
and that it’s better to take care of
things in-house. There’s never
really been an independent ac-
counting of the pension and health
fund.”

Lang reports that the charges
“especially have riled up mem-
bers already agitated by the pro-
posed merger” with AFTRA.

Join our group on
)
LI nked

January 2012

EDMC
Denies
Claims

Pittsburgh-based company Edu-
cation Management Corpora-
tion (EDMC) insists that it did
not illegally pay recruiters as the
federal government and eleven
states claim, reports the Pitts-
burgh Post-Gazette’s Rich Lord.

EDMC

Education Management Corporation
Founded in 1926 and headquar-
tered in the K+L Gates Center in
downtown Pittsburgh, EDMC
operates career-focused schools
around the country including the
Art Institute of Pittsburgh. They
employ 19,000 people in faculty
and staff positions and had an
estimated 160,000 students en-
rolled in the fall of 2010. It is the
second largest operate or for-
profit colleges, behind the Univer-
sity of Phoenix, operated by the
Apollo Group.

In our June 2011 issue, Pittsburgh
Applause ran a story about a law-
suit contending that the company
fraudulently obtained student
loans and other federal financial
aid by using aggressive recruiting
tactics and tying recruiter com-
pensation to the number of new
student enrollments. The charges
were first reported by Bloomberg
News.

On December 4, 2011, the federal
government, a pair of whistle-
blowers and eleven states attorney
general formally filed their claims
with the courts. The company
insists that the allegations are
without merit, and that recruiters
were paid based on a number of
criteria, not simply the raw num-
ber of new students.

www.james-richards.com | www.pittsburghaebook.com



Pittsburgh Applause

11

January 2012

Carnegie Library Gets New Director

In a press release dated December
13, 2011, the Carnegie Library
of Pittsburgh (CLP) announced
that Mary Frances Cooper has
been named the library system’s
new directory.

Carnegie
Library of
« Pittsburgh

Begun in 1890, the CLP was ini-
tially funded by Pittsburgh indus-
trialist Andrew Carnegie (1835-
1919), and has since grown to 19
branch locations. Assuming the
post this month, Cooper will be
the institution’s eleventh leader.

The press release describes Coo-
per, who has been on staff since
2008, as “uniquely qualified to
provide leadership and direction”

to the library’s operations. It goes
on to say that she “has been inte-
gral in strengthening the Library’s
relationships with community
groups, individual residents, and
library Friends groups; and has
led service innovations including
the CLP-LYNCS (the Library in
your Neighborhood, Community
and School) outreach program.
Ms. Cooper also has served as
President of the Electronic Infor-
mation Network board, leading
change and improvements in li-
brary technology services
throughout the county. The
strengths she brings from her ex-
periences at Carnegie Library of
Pittsburgh and throughout the
country include direct oversight
of multi-branch library opera-
tions, collections and budgets,
community interaction, strategic

New PSO Conductor

Fawzi Haimor has been named
assistant conductor for the Pitts-
burgh Symphony Orchestra
(PSO), the orchestra has an-
nounced in a press release.

Just 28 years old, Haimor’s re-
sponsibilities will include assist-
ing with programming and con-
ducting the PSO’s Education &
Community Engagement concerts
as well as leading pre-concert
talks. He will succeed departing
assistant conductor Thomas Hong
beginning with the 2012-2013
season.

The press release says that Hai-
mor was raised in the Middle East
and California. He began playing
the violin at 6 years old and con-
ducted an orchestra for the first
time at 16. Haimor studied at the
University of California-Davis
and later at the prestigious Indi-
ana University Jacobs School of
Music.

In other news, composer/
conductor Marvin Hamlisch has
signed on for three more seasons
leading the Pittsburgh Symphony
Pops. He will continue with the
orchestra through the 2014-2015
season. Hamlisch has won four
Grammy Awards, three Oscars,
four Emmy Awards and a Tony
for his work.

visioning and collaborative plan-
ning”

According to an article in the
Pittsburgh Tribune-Review writ-
ten by Bill Zlatos, Cooper has a
three-year contract paying her at
least $170,000 a year.

Teacher

Pleads
Guilty

Philicia Barbierie, a former sub-
stitute science teacher at the Pitts-
burgh Creative & Performing Arts
School, has admitted in court to
robbing a bank in April. This and
two other crimes she and boy-
friend Alvin Carter III pled guilty
to were used to finance a drug
habit.

@
%% Pittsburgh
Public Schools

Pittsburgh Applause first pub-
lished a story on the case in our
May 2011 issue. The school is
part of Pittsburgh Public
Schools.

“She was teaching school and
doing well and then she gets in-
volved with heroin. It ruined her
life,” the Pittsburgh Tribune-
Review’s Bobby Kerlik quotes
Barbierie’s attorney, Patrick
Thomassey. “When you have that
type of addiction, you lose sight
of everything.”

Barbieri is in a rehab program;
sentencing is scheduled for
March.
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CO/P Gets Approval

Zoning approval has been granted
to City of Asylum/Pittsburgh for
its planned North Side cultural
center

g Foof
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City of Asylum/Pittsburgh (CO/P)
provides sanctuary to writers ex-
iled under threat of death, impris-
onment or persecution in their
native countries. The organization
provides a furnished house, a liv-
ing stipend, medical coverage,
and help in transitioning to poten-

tially permanent exile.

CO/P is planning to build a liter-
ary center in the historic Man-
chester War Streets neighbor-
hood, replacing, among other
things, a closed nuisance bar. The
center will include residences, a
café, a bookstore and an event
space.

Pittsburgh Applause readers can
learn more by checking out CO/
P’s PowerPoint proposal to the
Central Northside Neighborhood
Council by visiting http://
www.cityofasylumpittsburgh.org/
Portals/0/

AlphabetCity powerpoint.pdf

CBS Buys TV Station

Surprising some observers, but
pleasing many industry analysts,
CBS Corporation has acquired a
second New York City television
station --- giving it a duopoly in
the nation’s largest media market.

®CBS

A N2

In Pittsburgh, CBS Corporation
owns two television and four ra-

dio stations. Most prominent are
KDKA-TV and KDKA-AM.

“The combined strengths of CBS
2 and WLNY-TV will give us a
terrific platform for serving the
entire New York area,” CBS ex-
ecutive Peter Dunn explains in a
company press release. “Our
plans for the station include add-
ing people and resources to fuel a
significant expansion of local
news programming . . . [and] con-
tinue to honor the station’s deep
commitment to serving the people

of Long Island” where the station
is officially licensed.

A securities analyst with Wells
Fargo & Company is quoted by
TVNewsCheck.com that a
“duopoly market tends to have
higher margins than a single-
station market.” Pittsburgh is one
of the markets with a CBS du-

opoly.

In other news, the company has
announced a new agreement with
the National Football League
(NFL) which will allow CBS to
continue broadcasting games
through the 2022 season. This
includes the broadcast rights to
three Super Bowls.

Locally, KDKA-AM’s program-
ming director, Marshall Adams,
has ended with Adams telling the
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette’s Maria
Sciulio that he is “looking for-
ward to new adventures.”

January 2012

New Home
For Jazz

Having lost their regular gig at the
city’s casino, the Pittsburgh Jazz
Society has found a new home for
its Sunday night concerts.

Established in 1987, the Pitts-
burgh Jazz Society (PJS) is dedi-
cated to the promotion, preserva-
tion and perpetuation of all jazz.
This is accomplished through
education, performance, partner-
ing and community outreach for
members and the general public.

The weekly concerts showcase
local jazz artists, most of whom
lack a web site or marketing pro-
gram to promote themselves.
Starting January 8, the PJS shows
will be at the James Street Gas-
tropub & Speakeasy, a new res-
taurant located in the building that
once housed the popular James
Street Restaurant. No cover will
be charged. The full schedule is
available at http://www.post-
gazette.com/events/default.asp?
mode=3&id=2616

Other jazz artists are making an
effort to keep the art form alive in
the city. The informal group,
called Space Exchange, includes
saxophonist Ben Opie and drum-
mer Dave Throckmorton. “We
don’t want to market it as [just] a
jazz night,” Throckmorton told
writer Manny Theiner in a Pitts-
burgh Post-Gazette article. “It’s
about finding a place where we
can book whatever we want, and
hope that there’s some camarade-
rie that could build a little scene.”
But expect jazz to be a focus.

Space Exchange’s concerts will
be held at the Thunderbird Café
in the city’s Lawrenceville
neighborhood starting January 3.
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Pittsburgh Applause Editorial
Looking Ahead To 2012

By James A. Richards

I seldom read horoscopes but
when Yahoo News reported that
we Leos --- | was born in July ---
will have a banner 2012, espe-
cially professionally. I smiled.

One can only hope.

We all could use some help dur-
ing these trying economic times.
For my part, I have finally gone
ahead and scheduled what will
hopefully be the first in a serious
of workshops to help local musi-
cians and singers better market
themselves.

This will happen February 18 at
the Carnegie Library Squirrel
Hill. (Look for details soon at
www.james-richards.com) I must

confess to being a little nervous. I
have done many things in my life
and career, but never have I actu-
ally taught.

Of course, I have other projects
coming up. Some I can talk about,
some I can’t. My trilogy of nov-
els, Faraway Hill, is making slow
progress but I should be able to
secure a new publisher (the reces-
sion forced my old publisher out
of business). I also hope to get
back to my professional memoir,
looking back on 25 years working
in Pittsburgh’s arts/entertainment
scene.

I am also pitching to a new client.
Everyone tries to use the start of a

new year to refresh their personal
or professional life. That seems to

be the best reason. At least, better
than what a horoscope says.

That is my wish for all of you:
make the most of 2012. A year
from now you’ll be able to look
back on the preceding twelve
months with a sense of accom-
plishment.

Letters to the editor are
welcome via email to
jim@james-richards.com

They may be edited for
publication.

Linked [{})

Join the Pittsburgh Applause group on

www.linkedin.com.

As a member of this group, you’ll be
able to connected with your A&E peers

in Pittsburgh!

Membership is free, but you must have a
LinkedIn profile to participate.



http://www.james-richards.com

Keep The Applause Coming!

Adpvertise in the digital version of Pittsburgh Applause
and reach over 1,000 readers each month!

The list of subscribers is culled primarily from the SE=XS
Pittsburgh A&E Book database and represents a broad
swath of the area’s arts/entertainment community,
both non-profit and commercial.

Full page (8”wide x 10 high): $100
Half-page (8”wide x 5™ high): $75

Each ad should be built to size and be in a JPG
format. All ads must be pre-paid, with the check
payable to the Pittsburgh A&E Group. For more
information, contact Jim Richards

Jim hopes to eventually bring Pittsburgh Applause back to the
real world!

The goal is to produce 10,000 full-color print copies each
month distributed primarily through Crazy Mocha
coffee shops.

But Jim needs a collection of advertisers willing and able to
commit to at least six months of advertising. For more informa-
tion, contact him at jim@james-richards.com
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